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(Abstract
Italian students today are in the very fortunate position that they have the possibility to study the English language from the very first year of their academic careers  to the very last. However, despite all these years of tuition, our students may not necessarily be provided with continuity in their learning which is essential in creating successful English language users. There is a world of difference between the language learning environment of the Primary school and that of the Secondary schools and often these differences cause a gap or break in continuity. 
In this seminar we will look at some practical ideas and solutions to help bridge or close this gap so that our students may have a smooth and continuous learning experience and become more efficient and able English language users.)





In today’s workshop, we will look at… 

 the benefits of videos 

 what videos are available 

 criteria for choosing  

 the purpose of a video lesson 

 the best methodology 

 practical ideas and lesson plans 
 
 
 



Advantages and benefit of using video 

• Children familiar with technology 

• Motivating change from pens and paper 

• Build confidence 

• Accessible and memorable 

• Appeal to different learning styles 

• Cater for different backgrounds, abilities and 

disabilities 



Biggest Advantage 

COMBINES SPOKEN LANGUAGE AND VISUAL IMAGES 
 

SEEING PEOPLE SPEAKING: 
REFLECTS LISTENING IN THE REAL WORLD 

 
 



Paralinguistic Clues 

PRACTICAL ACTIONS AND GESTURES 
 

EXPRESSIONS 
 

POSTURE 



VIDEO RECREATES 

 ALL  
THESE FACTORS OF COMMUNICATION  

 HELPS UNDERSTANDING 

DEVELOPS LIFE-LONG LISTENING SKILLS 



PASSIVITY 
Children watch TV at home  

 
ANSWER 

Avoid learners ‘switching off’ in class when video is 
switched on 

Provide stimulating activities so that children interact  

Disadvantage 
 



PARENTS’ ATTITUDE 
‘Children can watch a video at home. The classroom is 

for other things’ 
 

ANSWER 
Devise ‘concrete’ activities 

Worksheets and pictures connected to video 

Disadvantage 
 



WHICH VIDEO? 

Specially designed for EFL and accompany/support 

course book 

• TOP SECRET 

• OUR DISCOVERY ISLAND 

Authentic animated stories 

• SPOT THE DOG 

• THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR 

• MAISY MOUSE (PINA) 

• PEPPA PIG 

• BOBTHE BUILDER 
 



Check List For Choosing 

• Sound and picture quality good? 

• High visual content? 

• Pictures illustrate what is being said? 

• Content relevant and interesting for children? 

• Accompanying printed materials or activities? 

• Easily linked to curriculum? 

• Short sequences of 1 to 5 minutes? 

 
 
 



The purpose and role of video 

• PRACTICE THE LISTENING SKILL 
 
• STIMULUS FOR READING SKILL 
 
• DEVELOP SPEAKING ACTIVITIES 
 
• INTRODUCE VOCABULARY AND STRUCTURES 
 
• GENERATE CROSS-CULTURAL WORK 



A Sound Methodology for Using 
Video and DVD 

Get the most out of a video! 
 

 Integrate it fully into the lesson! 
 

 Transform passive viewers into active viewers!  
 



 3 stages for using video 
Pre-viewing Stage 

• Motivate and focus attention 

• Activate prior knowledge and make predictions 
 

While -viewing Stage 

• Children watch sequence for global meaning 

• Use sections to exploit language and content 
 

Post -viewing Stage 

• Consolidate, extend and personalise language 
 



PETS 

Pre-watching activity 
Introducing vocabulary with flashcards 



WORK SHEET 1 
Watch and circle the animals you see 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 

7 8 

While-watching activity 

9 10 



While-watching activity 
 

FREEZE FRAME  
 
 Pause DVD and use frame as a flashcard or picture 

as a focus for speaking 
 
Activity 
Freeze frame on the rabbit/frog/cat/dog/tortoise 
Ask… 
What animal is it? 
What colour is it? 
Is it big or small? 
 



While-watching activity 
 
Older Learners  
• Freeze frame and describe the animals using ‘have 

got’………. 
 

It’s got a tail . 
It’s got four legs. 
It’s got whiskers. 
It’s got two ears. 
It’s got two big yellow eyes. 

 
• Freeze frame before some interesting action. Students 

tell you what happens next. 



Post-watching activities 
Younger learners 

Guess the Animal Noise 
 
• Record animal noises and 

get the children to tell 
you which animals they 
can hear. 

• You and children invent 
animal noises. 

 

What’s in the box? 
 
 



Have you 
got a cat? 

Name: 
Andrea 
 

Name: 
Elena 

Name: 
Sara 

Name: 
Karim 

Have you 
got a 
rabbit? 

Name: 
Fabio 

Name: 
Davide 

Name: 
Chiara 

Name: 
Bianca 

Have you 
got a 
hamster? 

Name: 
Marco 

Name: 
Erica 

Name: 
Simone 

Name: 
Francesca 

Post watching tasks – older learners 
Class survey on pets 



DVDs with….. 
 subtitles,captions and speech bubbles 

Promotes the reading skill:  
• increases reading speed and reading 

comprehension 
 
• improves word knowledge and vocabulary 

acquisition 
 
 

 



DVDs with….. 
 subtitles,captions and speech bubbles 

Helpful for students with reading 
difficulties and dyslexia: 

• text in manageable chunks 
• focused on a little at a time 

 



Pre-watching activity 

I spy 
Teacher : ‘I spy with my little eye something with 

the colour red’. 
Student 1: It’s the book! 
Teacher: ‘No, not the book. 
Student 2: ‘It’s my T-shirt! 
Teacher: Yes, your T-shirt. 
Student 2: ‘I spy with my little eye something with 

the colour green. 



While-watching activity 

Worksheet 2 
Watch, listen, read and tick  
 
What colour is waldo? 
 
RED                     PINK                       PURPLE 
YELLOW             BROWN                   BLACK 
BLUE                   GREEN                    ORANGE 



While watching activity 

Worksheet 3 
Put the speech bubbles in the order you see and hear them 

Who’s this? 
How old are 

you? 

What 
colour is 

he? 
What’s this? 

3 
1 

4 2 





LIM Books- cartoon strips with speech 
bubbles 

 

• Show a story frame by frame 
• Listen to dialogue phrases one by one 
• Read dialogue phrases one by one 
• Excellent for children with reading difficulties 



LIM Books- cartoon strips with speech bubbles 

• Children interpret part of character 

• Practices pronunciation, intonation and rhythm 

• Children get to see/hear grammar, functions or 

vocabulary in a complete context 

• More memorable, meaningful and relevant 
 



Culture through DVDs 

 

• Show aspects of everyday life: food, sports, 
school etc 

• Life in other countries immediately more  
accessible 

• Credibility gap is closed 
 



HOMES AND HOUSE 

terraced house flat semi- detached cottage 

stairs  fireplace balcony 

http://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WHutH6txlz7IKM&tbnid=FrEW_p39lcAJcM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.picturesofengland.com%2FEngland%2Ftour%2FEnglish_Cottages%2Fpictures%2F1043354&ei=mL8UU-LHD46jhgfP_4HIBw&bvm=bv.61965928,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNEKC4ruV6yFnGYfdpOpHGtQy23dxg&ust=1393955026886551�


Pre-watching activity - Prediction  

What do you think? 
• Do a lot of English people live in flats or in houses? 
• Do a lot of English people have gardens? 
• Do a lot of English houses have stairs? 
• Do a lot of English houses have balconies? 
• Do English people like drinking tea when they are at home? 
 



Post-watching activity 

Write about your home. 

Hello, I’m (1)__________. I’m from (2) __________. I’ve got a 

(3)______________ .It’s (4)___________. There is a 

(5)_________ and  ___________ and  ___________. 

There (6)(is/isn’t) ___________ a garden. There (7) 

(is/isn’t) __________ a balcony. 

 

(3) flat, house, terraced house, cottage?. 

(4) big, medium sized, small? 

(5) bathroom, kitchen, living room, bedroom(s)? 

 

 



PRACTICE, HAVE FUN 
AND EXPERIMENT! 



Informazioni utili 
 

 
• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno 

inviati via e-mail 
 

• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente 
le istruzioni per scaricare, dal sito 
Pearson, i materiali presentati oggi  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Spazio Scuola Primaria 
 il portale per i docenti della Scuola primaria 

Contenuti disciplinari  
Esercitazioni e materiali  

Approfondimenti 
Consigli di lettura Formazione 

 
http://www.pearson.it/scuola-primaria 



Pearson Academy su Facebook 

Se avete suggerimenti o 
suggestioni che volete condividere, 

potete andare sulla pagina 
facebook di 

  
“Pearson Academy – Italia” 



Grazie per l’attenzione 
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